Abstract. The history, current status and activity of the Center of Astronomical Data are briefly described.
HISTORY
Center of Astronomical Data (CAD) of the INASAN was established in 1980 as a branch regional center of the Centre de Données astronomiques de Strasbourg (CDS) for the dissemination of astronomical data among Soviet and Eastern Europe astronomers and for providing the CDS with machine readable Soviet astronomical catalogs.
STAFF
The CAD staff consists of ten scientists (seven in Moscow, three in the Zvenigorod Scientific Station, a branch observatory of the INASAN) and five technicians. They use the INASAN computational facilities for their activity.
EQUIPMENT
The INASAN local area network connecting 7 workstations and 25 personal computers has been established. The CAD is connected to the Internet network (RSSI) via a digital 64 kb/s leased line providing a full network service.
COMMUNICATIONS
Russian Space Science Internet (RSSI) program was established in April 1993 by a joint decision of the Russian Working Groups on Space Research and the NASA Science Internet (NSI). The main aim of this project is to provide communications for the Russian space science community.
The RSSI representative is the Space Research Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences (Moscow), which provides the links to other Russian space research organizations. RSSI is connected to the NSI network, which is operated by the Ames Research Center, and to the Moscow Fiber Optic Backbone, which was founded by the International Science Foundation and which connects the main Russian research and educational networks. The typical CAD data exchange rate via Internet is 50-100 Mb per day.
DATA ARCHIVE
The CAD archive is based on the astronomical catalogs being received from Strasbourg since 1980. At present the archive stores almost a complete set (about 700 entries) of the CDS catalog archive, which is regularly updated using the anonymous FTP facility. The catalogs are made available to Russian astronomers via the network or distribution media (magnetic tapes, floppy disks). Several well known astronomical archives and databases stored at the INASAN (e.g. ULDA, BDA) are also made available to Russian astronomers.
COOPERATION WITH CDS AND OTHER ASTRONOMICAL DATA CENTERS
As a daughter center, CAD has the possibility of sending its staff members to CDS for work with the SIMBAD database and the catalog archive. The CAD identification of GSC objects with extragalactic objects and Solar system bodies in collaboration with NED/ Caltech and the Institute of Theoretical Astronomy (St. Petersburg) is an example of a cooperative effort.
OTHER CAD ACTIVITIES
CAD has the task of preparing new catalogs, archives and databases, as well as published tabular data from the main Russian O. Β. Dluzhnevskaya astronomical journals. Several new catalogs, e.g., Stellar Mass Catalogue (SMAC), Bibliographical Catalogue of Stellar Polarization (BCSP), Low-mass binary database (LOMBI) and compressed version of the Guide Star Catalog have been prepared recently. We also plan to issue the CD-ROM containing the main catalogs, prepared in the countries of the former Soviet Union (FSU).
DATABASE MEETINGS AT INASAN
Two meetings of representatives of the former Soviet Union astronomical institutes were held in Moscow (April and November 1994) . The following problems were discussed: the creation of databases at astronomical observatories of the FSU, the creation and support of an information system for accessing foreign databases, including databases and archives of the FSU to the information system.
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN DEVELOPMENT OF THE FSU ASTRONOMICAL NETWORK
The protocol of the project "Integration of the FSU observatories into the international astronomical data network" (INTAS) was signed at the beginning of 1995 by the CDS, as the coordinator of the project, with eight astronomical institutions of the FSU. The Trieste Astronomical Observatory is also involved in the project.
The principal purpose of this project is to help the astronomical institutes of the Union of Independent States to be integrated into the international astronomical data network. A node for the astronomical network has just been established in the CAD, and the access of the observatories in the FSU to the international networks (including the WWW facilities) is maintained.
SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITY
The CAD is taking part in the Spectrum-UV project which aims to put into orbit by the year 2000 a 170 cm aperture Ritchey-Chrétien ultraviolet telescope. The database, including necessary data for planning and scheduling the mission and the Master Catalogue necessary for the telescope guidance, are in preparation.
The scientific interests of the CAD staff are concentrated mainly in the field of star formation studies and evolution of stellar populations in the Galactic disk. News on the activities of our center are announced on our WWW page at http://www.inasan.rssi.ru/" colloq.
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